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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE                                         Claim No 

BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS IN MANCHESTER 

PROPERTY TRUSTS AND PROBATE LIST (ChD) 

BETWEEN: 

PEEL NRE DEVELOPMENTS ACQUISITIONS NO. 1 LIMITED 

Claimant

-and- 

(1) (PERSONS UNKNOWN ENTERING OR REMAINING AT 

THE SITE OF THE FIDDLERS FERRY POWER STATION, 

WIDNES ROAD, CUERDLEY, WARRINGTON WA5 2UT, 

AS SHOWN EDGED RED ON THE ATTACHED PLAN 

MARKED PLAN A (“THE SITE”) WITHOUT THE CONSENT 

OF THE CLAIMANT  

(2) TOKYO SCOTT 

(3) JASON PAUL MELLOR 

(4) LUKE BADHAREE 

(5) ANTHONY MCMANUS 

(6) CHRIS SHUKER 

(7) STEVEN ANDREW HARVEY 

(8) BEEJAY LATHAM 

(9) ROBERT BURNS 

(10) FAITH ABBOTT 
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(11) HARVEY BARTER 

(12) JOSHUA BARTER 

(13) DOMINIC SHAUN GORDON 

(14) JAMES JOHN HANSON 

(15) BEN JAMES RYNN 

(16) LEWIS JAMES WHITTINGHAM 

(17) MARLEY WILSON 

Defendants

 
 WITNESS STATEMENT OF KIERAN TAMES  

 

 

I, KIERAN TAMES of Peel NRE Developments Acquisitions No. 1 Limited (“Peel 

NRE”), Venus Building 1 Old Park Lane, Traffordcity, Manchester, M41 7HA, will 

say as follows:- 

1 I am the Development Director of Peel NRE, and I confirm that I am duly 

authorised to make this Witness Statement on behalf of Peel NRE in these 

proceedings. 

2 I joined Peel NRE in October 2004 and was appointed Development Director 

in April 2020.  I am a Chartered Surveyor with a background in property 

management, development and regeneration. 

 

3 Within Peel NRE I am responsible for the entire regeneration and 

redevelopment of the land and buildings known as Fiddlers Ferry Power 

Station, Widnes Road, Cuerdley, Warrington WA5 2UT (the “Site”).  Details 

of the regeneration and redevelopment of the Site are provided below. Dan 

Collinson is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the Site, and he 

reports into me.  My role gives me a broad overview of all aspects of Peel 
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NRE’s business.  I am, therefore, aware of, and qualified to comment on, the 

subject matter of these proceedings.   

 

4 I make this statement in support of Peel NRE’s application for an interim 

injunction in the terms of the draft order that has been shown to me (the 

“Application”). 

5 I also refer to the Witness Statement of David Christopher Holland dated 14 

February 2023 which includes details of the process undertaken to identify, 

and verify the identities of, the Second to Ninth Defendants.  

6 This statement has been prepared following discussions with Peel NRE’s 

solicitors over the telephone. 

7 The facts and matters set out in this statement are within my own knowledge 

unless otherwise stated and I believe them to be true.  Where I refer to 

information supplied by others, the source of the information is identified; 

facts and matters derived from other sources are true to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

8 There is now produced and shown to me a paginated bundle of true copy 

documents marked “KT1”.  All references to documents in this statement 

are to Exhibit KT1 unless otherwise stated. 

Peel NRE 

9 Peel NRE is wholly owned by Peel NRE Developments (IOM) Limited and is 

part of the wider Peel L&P Group, which is an infrastructure and property 

investment group with a large and diverse portfolio of property interests. The 

Peel L&P Group leads in the transformation of land and property, working 

primarily on land management, regeneration, and national resources and 

energy.   

10 Peel NRE was incorporated on 26 November 2021 and is registered at 

Companies House with Company Registration Number 13767391.  
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The Site  

11 Peel NRE became the registered freehold proprietor of the Site pursuant to 

a Transfer dated 30 June 2022 made between (1) SSE Generation Limited 

and (2) Peel NRE Developments Acquisitions No. 1 Limited.   

12 The Site extends to 820 acres. I refer to the aerial photographs at pages 1 to 

3 of Exhibit KT1 which shows the scale and layout of the Site. 

13 The Site is bisected by a mainline railway and the St Helen’s Canal (which 

both sit outside the redline boundary of the Site). The Trans Pennine Way (a 

long-distance path running from coast to coast across northern England) 

runs alongside the mainline railway and canal. There is fencing along the 

boundary of Site separating it from the railway and footpath. A private bridge 

connects the northern and southern parts of the Site and is used for vehicle 

and pedestrian access by authorised rights holders only.  

14 The Site previously functioned as a power station until it was closed and 

decommissioned in circa 2020 by the former owners, SSE Generation 

Limited. The Site is currently subject to a demolition project, details of which 

are provided below.  There are also other third-party activities and operations 

occurring on/around the Site, including those of National Grid and United 

Utilities. 

15 The northern part of the Site includes several large buildings and mechanical 

apparatus, previously used for purposes of the electricity generation process 

that has ceased. Many of the buildings and apparatus are over 50 years old 

and ready for demolition as part of Peel NRE’s regeneration plans for the 

Site. 

16 Located on the northern part of the Site is the boiler house (which is around 

180 feet in height), turbine hall, coal stock area (which includes a control 

room building and a maintenance building, and various deep (18m) 

underground basements), eight cooling towers, the chimney stack (which is 

over 200m in height), water lagoons, an electricity substation and railway 

sidings (connected to the mainline railway), amongst other smaller buildings, 
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workshops and areas. The southern part of the Site comprises water lagoons 

and ash lagoons.  The main buildings and apparatus located on the north of 

the Site are shown on the plan exhibited at page 4 of Exhibit KT1.  In this 

regard, I also refer to the heat map (explained in further detail below) that is 

exhibited at page 5 of Exhibit KT1. 

Ownership of the Site  

17 I have summarised the legal ownership of, and the legal interests in, the Site 

below.  

18  Copies  of  the  registers  of  title  and  title  plans  from  the  Land  Registry are 

enclosed at pages 6 to 18 of Exhibit KT1: 

PROPERTY 

ADDRESS 

TENURE TITLE NUMBER PROPRIETOR  

Fiddlers Ferry 

Power Station, 

Widnes Road, 

Cuerdley, 

Warrington WA5 

2UT 

Freehold CH523530 Peel NRE 

Developments 

Acquisitions No. 1 

Limited  

 

Land lying to the 

North East of 

Johnsons Lane, 

Widnes 

Freehold CH273308 Peel NRE 

Developments 

Acquisitions No. 1 

Limited  

Fiddlers Ferry 

Power Station, 

Widnes Road, 

Cuerdley, 

Warrington WA5 

2UT 

Leasehold CH405424 

 

Lease dated 31 March 

1990 made between (1) 

Powergen PLC (2) The 

National Grid Company 

PLC for a term of 999 

years from 31 March 1990 

National Grid 

Electricity 

Transmission 

PLC 

Fiddlers Ferry 

Power Station, 

Widnes Road, 

Leasehold CH717472 

 

National Grid 

Electricity 
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Cuerdley, 

Warrington WA5 

2UT 

Lease dated 21 March 

2022 (1) SSE Generation 

Limited (2) National Grid 

Electricity Transmission 

Plc for a term from and 

including 21 March 2022 

to and including 30 March 

2989 

Transmission 

PLC 

 

19 In addition to the above, on the northern part of the Site, there are three 

freehold titles owned by thirds parties which are enclosed by the land within 

title CH523530 and can, therefore, only be accessed via the Site. The 

relevant freehold title numbers are CH378412, CH149788 (both owned by 

United Utilities Water Limited) and CH645127 which is owned by SP Manweb 

plc (together the “Third Party Freehold Titles”). I refer to the official copies 

of the Third-Party Freehold Titles which are exhibited at pages 19 to 26 of 

Exhibit KT1.  There are also two tenant farmers at the Site. 

20 Further, the Site is subject to a number of other third-party rights.  A summary 

of these rights is as follows: 

20.1 United Utilities have rights across the Site to gain access to the south 

and also along defined routes to access the land retained in the north-

western corner of the Site; 

20.2 National Grid has access to the electricity substation and conduits; 

20.3 SP Manweb has access to the SP Manweb substation and conduits; 

and 

20.4 Energis have rights to maintain the telecoms apparatus. 

21 I am also aware that individuals have rights in respect of the Trans Pennine 

Way, although this does not sit within the redline boundary of the Site.  

Access to the Site 
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22 The northern part of the Site is accessed from Widnes Road, which is an 

adopted highway, as shown marked with an ‘A’ on the plan exhibited at page 

27 of Exhibit KT1. Access to the Site is also gained at point ‘B’ on the same 

plan, which is a private access route controlled through a secure gate and is 

not permitted to be used by members of the public.  

23 The only route of access and egress to the southern part of the Site is via the 

bridge, which is subject to private third-party rights under the following 

agreements: 

23.1 Deed of grant from Warrington Borough Council; and 

23.2 Deed of grant from Network Rail.  

Operations at the Site 

24 The Site has been decommissioned and is now in the process of being 

demolished and redeveloped. However, various operations are still being 

carried out at the Site, as detailed below.  

25 Pulverised Fuel Ash is currently being extracted from the lagoons located in 

the southern part of the Site and processed for sale as a product used in the 

construction industry. This is effectively a mining operation and is, at present, 

the main operational activity taking place at the Site, aside from the 

preparations Peel NRE is making to ensure that the Site is ready for the first 

phase of demolition and redevelopment. There are additional ash processing 

facilities located within the northern part of the site, which are currently 

mothballed. Peel has the intention of recommissioning these facilities and 

bringing them back into use. Any damage to these processing facilities by 

trespassers would cause a significant financial loss to Peel NRE.  

26 Works are also currently being undertaken by National Grid which I 

understand include the erection of an 8 ft fence around the electricity 

substation that falls within National Grid ownership as shown on the enclosed 

plan at page 27 of Exhibit KT1. This will ultimately result in the substation 
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being fenced off and secured from the remainder Site. The works by National 

Grid require movement of plant and vehicles around the Site.   

27 I would estimate that there are between 25 and 45 personnel on the Site 

each day, including both Peel NRE employees and contractors, together with 

authorised third parties such as National Grid employees.   

28 We maintain strict access protocols to the Site, requiring all employees and 

contractors to gain access through a secure key card entry system. A 

logbook of authorised visitors is kept at the Site and all visitors are required 

to sign into and out of the logbook when entering and leaving the Site.   

 

Demolition of the Site   

29 The decommissioning of the Site for electricity generation use has been 

completed and Peel NRE is now about to proceed with the demolition of 

various power station buildings as part of the first phase of the 

redevelopment of the Site. 

30 The prior approval of Warrington Council is required before the demolition 

works can commence. We submitted the request for approval to the Council 

in September 2022 and we expect to receive consent by 28 February 2023. 

In readiness, we are engaging preferred contractors to undertake the 

demolition works once consent is received. 

31 We currently expect the demolition works to begin as early as March 2023.  

The first stage of the demolition process will include demolition of the coal 

stock yard, four northern cooling towers and some of the former 

administrative buildings located at the northern part of the Site.  We have in 

place a Scope of Works for phase 1 of the demolition.  

32 We intend to complete the demolition process on the Site by 2025/2026 and 

proceed with our phased development programme, which should be 

completed in 2040.  
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33 The first phase of development will support approximately 452 construction 

jobs on average per year, contributing approximately £500,000 per annum 

to the local economy.  Once the scheme is completed and occupied, it is 

estimated that up to 2,100 jobs will be supported by businesses located 

within the Site, delivering approximately £126 million gross value added to 

the local economy per annum. 

Regulation of the Site 

34 The operations and activities undertaken at the Site are subject to a strict 

regulatory regime, principally regulated by the Health and Safety Executive.  

Further, activity at the Site is subject to compliance with the Construction 

(Design and Management) Regulations 2015 (the “CDM Regulations”).  

Relevant contractors on the Site also have their own sets of procedures to 

make sure operations at the Site are carefully managed. 

35 I have summarised below the main regulations that the business is required 

to comply with at all times in undertaking its operations and activities at the 

Site.   

Health and Safety  

36 Peel NRE is subject to health and safety regulations which means that it has 

a responsibility to protect occupiers and workers on the Site from any risk to 

their health and safety.  

37 The Site, as explained above, contains many serious risks, including 

dilapidated buildings, decommissioned specialised equipment, structures 

such as water lagoons, and buildings that contain high amounts of toxic 

asbestos.  For example, the boiler house contains coal which creates a 

potentially explosive atmosphere.  This is managed by personnel on the Site 

through risk assessments.   

38 The Health and Safety Executive visited the Site on 7 February 2023 

regarding the proposals for demolition and the health and safety 
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considerations of the same.  The Executive was also on the Site to assess 

the day-to-day management of the Site in respect of health and safety.  

39 I understand from the social media posts exhibited at pages 28 to 104 of 

Exhibit KT1 that one trespasser, who we know is called Tokyo Scott, 

recently cut herself on the barbed wire surrounding the Site (see specifically 

page 51 of Exhibit KT1).  

40 Further, I understand that the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1984 imposes a duty 

on occupiers to take reasonable care for the safety of trespassers in respect 

of any risk of them suffering injury by reason of any danger due to the state 

of a premises or to things done or omitted to be done on them. 

CDM Regulations  

41 I understand that Peel NRE is also subject to the CDM Regulations.  The 

CDM Regulations are the main set of regulations for managing the health, 

safety and welfare of building or construction projects.  This is particularly 

pertinent given the proposed demolition project as described above.  

42 Pursuant to the CDM Regulations, Peel NRE has overall responsibility for 

the successful management of the demolition project, although it will be 

supported by the principal designer and principal contractor in different 

phases.  Peel NRE must also ensure that, throughout the planning, design 

and carrying out of project, adequate consideration is given to the health, 

safety and welfare of all those affected and involved in the work. 

43 Peel NRE is unable to comply with the CDM Regulations as a result of the 

increased activity and incidents occurring at the Site.  

Other procedures  

44 Relevant contractors on Site, including National Grid, have their own 

protocols and procedures to ensure operations on the Site are carefully 

managed.  Further, if a contractor is doing work on the Site, they must comply 

with the CDM Regulations and any Peel NRE policies, as detailed above.  
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Trespass Incidents at the Site 

45 We have experienced a number of incidents at the Site which have involved 

numerous trespassers accessing the Site via various access points, entering 

into the buildings and climbing onto the apparatus.  The incidents have also 

included copper being stolen, and vandalism and criminal damage being 

caused to buildings and property.  The incidents occurred prior to our 

acquisition of the Site but have increased in intensity over the past few 

months, since August 2022.  

46 In recent weeks we have seen an escalation in the number of trespass 

incidents and what appears to be an accelerating trend of activity, where 

individuals are attempting to conceal themselves within, or gain unauthorised 

entry to, derelict buildings and dangerous parts of the Site, for example 

concealing themselves within the coal conveyor system that is old and in 

need of demolition. A number of individuals involved have then posted about 

their exploits in accessing the Site on a number of internet and social media 

sites, including both Youtube and Facebook.  

47 I am aware that our security personnel, led by Security Manager Stephen 

Catchpole (“Mr Catchpole”), have found flyers and stickers around the Site 

that refer to various social media pages that the trespassers have posted 

content relating to the Site on social media pages.  

48 I am concerned that these incidents of trespass onto the Site have been 

widely publicised to specific interest groups and to the wider public. This 

gives rise to concerns that it may encourage others to attempt to gain 

unlawful access to the Site, whether by urban explorers or those trying to 

steal property, such as copper. Clearly, this presents a real threat to our 

ability to manage the Site and protect the health and safety of our personnel, 

those lawfully operating from the site and indeed any trespassers 

themselves.  
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49 I refer to the incident table exhibited at pages 105 to 111 of Exhibit KT1 

which details the incidents that have occurred from August 2022, including 

the most recent trespass incidents that have taken placed in recent days. 

50 I also refer to the heat map exhibited at page 5 of Exhibit KT1 that shows 

the points of access that the trespassers have gained unauthorised access 

to the Site. As can be seen on the heat map, numerous incidents have 

occurred, and continue to occur, across the entirety of the Site, including both 

the northern and southern parcels. The incidents include trespassers gaining 

entry to the Site through the security fencing that surrounds the large part of 

the Site, through neighbouring farmers’ fields and from the public footpath 

running along the Trans Pennine Way that runs along the boundary of the 

southern parcel of the Site and where access to the Site is through a locked 

gate that the trespassers have breached on more than one occasion.   

51 I refer to various videos showing footage of a number of trespass incidents 

as detailed in the Schedule of Video Evidence at page 112 of Exhibit KT1.  

The videos referred to can be accessed on a secure USB provided to the 

court separately. Video 3 is a YouTube video in which the trespassers can 

be seen accessing multiple areas of the Site and  climbing over and moving 

property in order to gain access: Exploring the 

ABANDONED/DECOMISSIONED powerstation in the UK - Fiddlers ferry 

powerstation - YouTube.  I also refer to the photographs at pages 113 to 195 

of Exhibit KT1 showing criminal damage to and trespass onto the Site.  

52 The social media posts exhibited at pages 28 to 104 of Exhibit KT1 also 

show the scale and frequency of trespassers gaining access to the Site. The 

social media posts span from 28 July 2022 to 24 January 2023. However, it 

is worth noting that this evidence provides only a reasonable sample of the 

evidence of internet postings relating to incidents that have occurred. I 

understand there to be many more social media posts and YouTube videos 

online providing evidence of trespassers accessing the Site on various other 

occasions.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
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53 In response to the incidents of trespass we have increased security 

personnel presence on the Site and have invested in both increased security 

fencing and internal hoarding to protect the most dangerous parts of the Site, 

in particular around the boiler house and turbine hall shown on the plan on   

page 5 of Exhibit KT1.  We are also continuing to work closely with the        

Police to report and manage trespass incidents and have received their full   

cooperation in assisting in responding to individual incidents.  

54 However, the Site is a large and complex area to Police and maintain security 

at all times and therefore we are bringing these proceedings to obtain further 

legal protection to both deter future incidents of trespass occurring and to 

enable us to respond most effectively should any further incidents take place. 

Recent Trespass Incidents 

55 The most recent of the incidents occurred on 12 February 2023.  I have 

summarised below details of various recent trespass incidents that have 

occurred at the Site in further detail below.  

56 In these paragraphs where I refer to locations of specific buildings, internal 

road, access points or apparatus within the Site, I am referencing the heat 

map enclosed at page 5 of Exhibit KT1 for ease of reference. 

12 February 2023 between 10:40am and 11:25am 

57 At 10:40, the security vehicle patrol spotted two trespassers on the coal plant.  

The Police were called. At 11:00, the trespassers were escorted from the 

coal plant to the gatehouse and at 11:05, the Police arrived at the Site and 

spoke to the trespassers and at 11:25, both the Police and the trespassers 

left the Site.  

11 February 2023 between 08:18 and 12:15 

58 At 08:18 in the morning of 11 February 2023, Mr Catchpole received a 

telephone call from the security team and was informed that there were nine 

trespassers on top of the stack.  The roller shutter on road 6 had been forced 
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open by the trespassers to give them access.  I am told that the trespassers 

were shinning laser pens at the security team.  The Police were called, and 

they arrived at the Site at 08:25. At 08:30, the Police were escorted to the 

stack, and they entered the stack at 08:45.  

59 At 09:00, the drone team arrived and at 09:10, the dog team (a service 

provided by Securitas UK) arrived.  Mr Catchpole arrived at the Site at 09:30 

to assist the Police and security team.  

60 At 09:53, five trespassers were removed from the stack, and at 10:18, four 

more trespassers were removed from the stack.  The nine trespassers were 

arrested for criminal damage to the stack and to the Site.  

61 Mr Catchpole and Phil Tierney both gave statements to the Police at 10:45.   

62 At 10:45, the security team finished checking the fencing around the Site, 

and informed Mr Catchpole that no new holes had been found.  At 12:15, the 

security team started to repair the damage caused to the stack and to the 

Site.  

11 February 2023 between 11:36 and 11:50 

63 The security team, at 11:36, noticed on one of the CCTV cameras that two 

trespassers (one male and one female) were walking from the north cooling 

towers through to the skip area.  The trespassers, however, managed to 

escape the Site at 11:37 without being caught by the Police (who were 

already at the Site dealing with the above incident).  At 11:40, the security 

team checked the car park which sits behind the tree line at the north of the 

Site, but no trespassers were found.   

64 At 11:50, the security team were asked to return to their posts at the 

gatehouse. 

8/9 February 2023 

65 I understand that, when Mr Catchpole arrived at the Site, he was informed 

by the security team that an incident had occurred on 8 February 2023. At 
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approximately 02:15 in the morning, the security team on the Site became 

aware of lights being turned on within a building. Whilst nothing was found 

by the security officer when the area was checked, Mr Catchpole found, on 

9 February 2023, that a door to the top patio area of the building was not 

secure. The sports field on the Site was checked and it was clear that fencing 

had been damaged and that a double door had been kicked in by 

trespassers.  

66 The fence was quickly repaired at 07:50 and the incident was reported to the 

Police at approximately 08:25.  

8 February 2023 between 15:25 and 15:59 

67 I understand that, at 15:25, the security team were informed by the 

weighbridge operator that three males dressed in black hooded clothing were 

walking towards the scrap area of the Site. A vehicle was deployed on road 

9 in response, and Mr Catchpole spotted the individuals leaving the Site 

through a hole created in the fence.  

68 The Police were called at approximately 15:26 and arrive at the Site at 

approximately 15:32. Mr Catchpole escorted the Police to the area where 

trespassers had been spotted and the Police detained the three individuals 

on Widnes Road outside of the Site fence line. The Police did not formally 

arrest the individuals as there was no evidence of them holding any stolen 

property.  

69 The hole in the fence was quickly repaired at approximately 15:59.  

28 and 29 January 2023 

70 On 31 January 2023 Mr Catchpole found that the doors to the boiler house 

and turbine hall had been broken into and that boarding on the doors (used 

to repair damage to the doors caused by previous trespassers) had been 

removed. The door leading up to the railhead was also open.  
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71 Due to the extensive size of the Site and an inability to consistently monitor 

all areas, the incidents occurred on 28 and 29 January 2023 but were only 

discovered by Mr Catchpole on 31 January 2023. The incidents were then 

reported to the Police by Mr Catchpole on the same day.  

25 January 2023 

72 On 25 January 2023, the security team found that the control room had been 

broken into at 18:45 (trespassers were heard on the conveyer belt). Mr 

Catchpole notified the Police who called in the drone team. The Police 

officers then attended the Site. Damage had been caused to equipment, 

such as the televisions, and there was also flooding and urination within the 

room.  

73 Peel NRE has been liaising with Mr Neil Bradbury, the responsible Police 

Sergeant, in respect of this incident.   

25 January 2023 at 18:45 

74 Following the incident that occurred on 25 January 2023 at 15:46 (as detailed 

below) a Police officer stayed on the Site and could hear movement along 

the road 9 conveyer system.  The conveyer system is a belt that, during the 

point at which the Site was running as a power station, was used to bring 

coal into the power station. The conveyer belt is 100 feet tall, and trespassers 

are trying to use the belt to obtain access to the buildings on road 9. I 

understand that the trespassers would have to break into the road plant and 

then walk approximately 20 minutes along the conveyer belt at a high 

gradient of approximately 40 feet, in order to gain access to the conveyer 

belt. This presents a serious danger and a health and safety risk to those 

who access the Site.  

75 The Police drone team came to the Site to investigate. The Police were then 

required to call the Cheshire Fire and Rescue Tactical Officer to assess the 

incident due to the safety risk.  Further, I understand that the National Police 

Air Service was called to the Site to investigate further.  They used a 
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helicopter with thermal imagery cameras to make sure no one was injured or 

stuck inside the building.  

76 A figure was also spotted on the CCTV system walking on road 12. The area 

was checked by a Police dog, but the trail disappeared towards the north 

side of the coal plant. 

25 January 2023 at 15:46 

At 15:46 on 25 January 2023, an unknown woman drove up to the gatehouse 

barriers.  The individual asked Mr Catchpole to take a photograph of the 

cooling towers, to which Mr Catchpole declined, and then proceeded to 

verbally abuse, and drive a car at, Mr Catchpole.  The Police were called, 

and the individual was arrested for driving under the influence. 

25 January 2023 at 00:55 

77 Our security personnel spotted a male on the CCTV system by road 12.  The 

security personnel saw the male run across the grass towards the bushes, 

leading towards the coal plant. The Police were called and attended the Site 

to investigate further.  The area was checked with a Police dog and the trail 

disappeared towards the north side of the coal plant.  

23 January 2023 at 13:30 

78 A vehicle entered carpark 2 with three males inside.  When approached by 

security, the males asked Mr Catchpole if they could put five caravans on the 

carpark. This request was refused  by the security team. The males then 

asked if there was access to the old sports field and  then left when this 

request was also refused. 

22 January 2023 at 23:30 

79 The security team, including Mr Catchpole, noticed two males climbing the 

fence at the north of the Site near the cooling towers.  I am told that one of 

the males appeared to be carrying an axe and the second male was carrying 

a pickaxe. I am also told by Mr Catchpole that the males saw him and, at this 
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point, jumped back over the fence. The Police were called, and a helicopter 

was sent in.  The Police were able to detain three males on suspicion of 

entering onto the Site equipped for theft.  

20 January 2023 at 21:20 

80 On 20 January 2023, three young people were spotted walking from road 1 

to the gatehouse.  When they were questioned about their identity they ran 

to the main gates and left the Site.  

81 The boiler house was checked and there was a lot of internal damage done 

to the doors, roof and equipment in the operations area and leading to the 

turbine hall.   

20 January 2023 at 10:40, 10:41 and 11:30 

82 The Police were called to the Site, at 10:41 on 20 January 2023, after the 

security team checked the coal plant and found that copper had been stolen.  

The theft was discovered at 10:40am on 20 January 2023.  

83 The trespassers had gained access through a second-floor window and had 

stolen a few large pieces of copper. 

84 At 11:30, the area was made secure by Mr Catchpole with the assistance of 

Dan Collinson, the Station Manager for Peel NRE.  

18 January 2023 at 21:16 

85 I am told by Mr Catchpole that he received a called from Matt Smith, the 

Operations Manager for Peel NRE,  who was inside the boiler house at 21:16 

on 18 January 2023 and saw the trespassers on Site near the cooling towers.  

It was reported to Mr Catchpole that an intruder was trying to gain access to 

the Site.  The intruder was wearing all black and had his hood up. 

86 The security team used a high-powered torch to locate the intruder.  The 

intruder vacated the Site and walked towards the wooden tree line at the 
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north of the Site. A car park sits behind this tree line and most trespassers 

appear to park their vehicles there when trying to gain access to the Site.  

87 The Police were called at 21:25. Mr Catchpole spoke to a Police dispatcher 

named Erin (we do not have her full name) and gave her full details of the 

incident. Erin explained that a patrol car would be sent to investigate.  The 

Police did not come to the Site.  However, I understand that security 

presence in the area was increased with an increased number of security 

patrols in the area.   

17 January 2023 at 07:15, 07:55 and 08:10 

88 On 17 January 2023 at 07:15, during the first vehicle patrol by the security 

team, the security officer on duty, Jodie Hastry, informed Mr Catchpole that 

there were signs of intruder activity on the loop road parallel with the 

conveyors on road 2. 

89 After the security team checked the area at 07:55, forced entry was found 

and a significant amount of activity in the snow suggested a large quantity of 

cable had been removed from the conveyors.  I am told that it looked like the 

cable had been thrown over the fence and dragged across the farmer’s field 

towards Marsh Lane.  The Police were informed at 08:10 and the fence was 

repaired with metal cable ties. I understand that such cable ties are 

considered to be strong; they cannot be broken or cut without using pliers or 

industrial equipment.  

90 I understand that the Police Crime Scene Investigation team attended Site 

following the incident but were unable to collect any evidence due to the 

weather conditions and the melting of the snow and ice. I understand that the 

Police drone team also captured the amount of cable that had been stolen 

along the length of the conveyor.  

14 January 2023 at 12:35 
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91 Jodie Hastry, the security officer on duty at the time, found that the metal 

cladding on the ash processing building had been bent back.  The security 

team made the area safe by covering the hole with metal sheeting. 

92 The area was also checked and extra patrols by the security team were 

conducted in this area.  

6 January 2023 at 21:40 

93 On 6 January at approximately 21:40, three trespassers were spotted on 

road 1 near the cabins leased to National Grid. The Police were then 

informed at 21:50. At 22:00, the trespassers left the Site via the perimeter 3 

gates which lie to the north of the Site between the substation and the coal 

plant. 

January 2023  

94 I am told that Mr Catchpole reported to the security team that there had been 

cable theft from the lagoon area.  The trespassers had broken into the switch 

room located next to the A, B and C lagoons and had stolen any cable that 

had been left over from the previous thefts.  

1 January 2023 at 21:34 

95 Lights were spotted inside the boiler house from road 9.  Mr Catchpole was 

informed.  He then informed the Police about the incident. I understand that 

Police did not access the boiler house due to the health and safety risks of 

this building.   

96 The figures were then spotted on the roof of the boiler house.  

28 December 2022 at 16:29 

97 The CCTV cameras were checked on 29 December 2022.  On the footage 

the security team could see one male intruder walking across the front of the 

coal plant building.  When checking the CCTV cameras, it was noticed that 

there had also been two further incidents on 3 and 4 December 2022 where 
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movement had been spotted on the CCTV cameras.  The figures could not 

be easily identified as the footage was not clear enough.  

98 I understand that the CCTV cameras are only able to detect clear images if 

an individual is less than 6 ft away. Notwithstanding this, I understand that a 

new CCTV camera system was installed around the Site on 8 February 2022 

which should allow the security team to see trespassers more clearly.  

28 December 2022 at 14:02 

99 Two trespassers were spotted on the north cooling tower cameras by Philip 

Tierney, a member of the security team). The security team responded but 

were unable to locate the trespassers. Patrols by the security team were 

increased in this area.   

27 December 2022 at 23:12 

100 It was reported by the security officer on Site at the time, Mohamed Amjad 

that, on the 27 December at 23:15, two males had jumped over the main 

gates and knocked on the gatehouse window.  Upon checking the CCTV, 

four males were seen walking down the loop road towards the main gates. 

They climbed over the gates, stayed in the area and then left. The 

trespassers came back to the area and one of the males climbed over the 

main gates, ran towards the gatehouse, knocked on the gatehouse window 

and then ran off again.  

4 December 2022 from 10:10 to 11:10 

101 The coal plant control room was broken into by trespassers breaking a 

window to obtain access.  The security team informed Mr Catchpole of the 

incident at 10:10 on 4 December 2022. There had been a substantial amount 

of cable stolen. 

102 At 10:16 on 4 December 2022, the Police were informed, and at 11:00, the 

area was checked with the station manager, Dan Collinson. 
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103 At 11:10 Stephen Catchpole updated the Police with the approximate cost of 

the cables that had been taken, totalling in the region of £20,000. I 

understand that this was calculated as an approximate based on the amount 

of cable that had been taken and the market value of the cable at the time.  

104 The coal plant control building has been made more secure by fixing metal 

shutters to the broken window. A metal fence has also been secured with 

bolts  across  the  control  building  door.  The  doors  have  been  screwed  

internally and externally and padlocks have also been used.  Despite such    

efforts, trespassers are still going to extensive efforts in order to gain access  

to the  control building  and  control  room. Please  refer  to the beginning  of     

the following Youtube video, Fiddlers ferry power station control room - YouT

ube (Video 2 at page 112 of Exhibit KT1) where trespassers can be heard          

referring to the extensive locks on the control room door but still attempting to 

gain access. 

3 December 2022 at 11:35 and 22:50 

105 On 3 December 2022 at 11:35, the security team noticed that the side door 

to the gas turbine house on road 17 was open.  At 11:50, the area was 

checked, and the door was made secure by our security team. I understand 

that this was secured by using metal to cover the hole made by the 

trespassers.  

106 On 3 December 2022 at 22:50, trespassers were spotted, on the CCTV, 

walking along road 9.  At 22:51 security was deployed to the area in a vehicle.  

At this time there was no sign of any trespassers.  During the check of the 

area, the security team found that the tyre to the security vehicle had been 

punctured.  

1 December 2022  

107 I am told that there was evidence of cable theft from the lagoons and from 

the pipe bridge over the road in between the A, B, C and D lagoons located 

in the southern parcel of the Site.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d4haKQUVjs
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108 All areas were checked by security. The Police were informed, and additional 

cameras were put up in the area.  

9 November 2022 from 15:15 to 15:50 

109 On 9 November at 15:15, a male was spotted flying a drone just beyond the 

main gates to the Site.  I am told that Mr Catchpole approached the male at 

15:18 and asked him to stop recording, to which he responded that he was 

in a public space.  Mr Catchpole stated that the man was on private land.  

110 I understand that the person began to record Mr Catchpole, together with 

vehicles and staff leaving the Site, with his camera. 

111 At 15:20, the Police were called and spoke to the individual. The male put on 

a scarf to hide his face.  He also had his hood up. The security team were 

concerned that the individual was attempting to divert their attention whilst 

others broke onto the Site and therefore checked the areas of the Site 

commonly entered onto by trespassers.  No other trespassers were found.  

112 The Police attended the Site at 15:30 and spoke to the individual, who then 

left.  At 15:50, the Police left the Site. 

4 November 2022 from 17:03 to 17:40 

113 At 17:03, the security team spotted two male trespassers on the cameras 

located at the north cooling towers.  The individuals were wearing hi-vis vests 

and hard hats in an attempt to look like were employees at the Site. The 

security team, at 17:03, approached the individuals as they emerged from 

the cooling towers towards road 1, and informed them that they were 

trespassing.  One of the individuals became argumentative. 

114 At 17:04, Mr Catchpole called the Police to make them aware of the situation. 

115 The trespassers calmed down and the security team were then able to walk 

both males off the Site through the main gates at 17:15. 
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116 At 17:29 Mr Catchpole called the Police to cancel their attendance at the 

Site, and at 17:40, the fencing enclosing the area was checked and no new 

holes were found in the fence.  

14 October 2022 at 19:00 and 15 October 2022 at 04:41 

117 Trespassers entered the Site on 14 October 2022 at 19:00.  A male and 

female were seen on the CCTV cameras at the north cooling towers.  They 

were approached by the security team and escorted off the Site.  I, and the 

security team, are unsure as to how they gained access to the Site.  They 

may have gained access through a hole in the fence, or they may have 

climbed over the fence.  Some trespassers enter onto the Site by climbing 

onto, and jumping off, overhanging tree branches, which has previously been 

seen on the CCTV footage by the security team.  

118 On 16 October 2022 at 04:41, the security team noticed that the boiler house 

door number 5 was open.  This door can only be opened from the inside.  

Following a review of the camera footage in the area, it was revealed that 

there were two trespassers leaving the boiler house at 19:52 on the 15 

October 2022.  

119 A further review of the camera footage showed that the same individuals 

were present around the north cooling towers at 07:07 on the 15 October 

2022, which means that they were on the Site for over 12 hours.  

1 October 2022 from 02:25 to 02:40 

120 On 1 October 2022 at 02:25, the security team saw four trespassers on road 

9 and heading towards road 10 on the CCTV footage. The security patrol 

officers attended the area at 02:27 in a vehicle, and then on foot at 02:40, 

but were unable to locate the trespassers. 

121 The Police were informed of the incident at 02:40 but they did not attend the 

Site to investigate further.  
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122 At 11:31 on 1 October 2022, the security team found a hole in the fencing to 

the rear of the north cooling towers.  At 11:42, the hole was repaired using 

metal cable ties.  

August to September 2022  

123 Further incidents occurred at the Site between 12 August 2022 and 25 

September 2022, details of which can be find in the incident schedule 

exhibited at pages 105 to 111 of Exhibit KT1. 

124 These incidents included (a) urban explorers entering into the coal stock area 

on 21 August 2022; (b) trespassers entering into the turbine hall on 24 

August 2022; (c) at least one individual gaining access to the boiler house 

on 28 August 2022; (d) four individuals entering onto the Site and trespassing 

onto roads 7 to 10 on 29 August 2022; (e) and four males walking around 

the north cooling towers on 25 September 2022.  One of the males was the 

urban explorer called “Dad and Lad”, who had previously led a fifteen-man 

incursion into the boiler house. I refer to the heat map on page 5 of Exhibit 

KT1 which shows the location of the coal stack area, turbine hall, boiler 

house and north cooling towers.  

125 Urban explorers trespassing onto the Site 

126 The named Defendants, and other persons unknown, are all widely involved 

in the discipline of ‘urban exploring’ which appears to be as a developing 

trend in which predominately young people scale buildings and monuments, 

often carrying out dangerous stunts and activities, and publishing these 

exploits on social media. 

127 I am aware that there are a number of social media accounts on which posts 

have been made relating to incidents of trespass to Site. I have summarised 

below details of the main accounts on which content relating to incidents on 

the Site have been posted. Further, as detailed in the Witness Statement of 

David Holland dated 14 February 2023, steps have been taken to identify 

those individuals named as Defendants in these proceedings.  
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128 It has become clear that the individual associated with the “Dad & Lad 

Explore” account has accessed the Site on multiple occasions. In this regard, 

I refer to pages 31 to 38 and 81 to 104 of Exhibit KT1. Furthermore, the 

individuals associated with ExploreMore, and Explores with Tokyo Matilda, 

video themselves accessing the Site and post these videos on Facebook in 

an attempt to generate further interest.  

129 The social media posts exhibited at pages 28 to 104 of Exhibit KT1 and the 

following Youtube videos: Exploring the ABANDONED/DECOMISSIONED 

powerstation in the UK - Fiddlers ferry powerstation - YouTube (Video 3 

referenced at page 112 of Exhibit KT1); and Fiddlers ferry power station 

control room - YouTube, (Video 2 referenced at page 112 of Exhibit KT1);  

highlight that these individuals believe gaining access to the Site is a hobby 

or sport when, in fact, accessing the Site without the consent of Peel NRE is 

endangering the health and safety of employees of Peel NRE, National Grid 

and those who choose to trespass.  Recent incidents have increased in 

severity and include damage and vandalism to the buildings on the Site.  

Again, this is endangering the health and safety of employees and 

trespassers.  

130 The trespassers themselves have acknowledged the dangers at the Site but 

continue to gain access.  I refer to minute [39:10] of Video 3 (as referred to 

in the Schedule of Video Evidence at page 112 of Exhibit KT1): Exploring 

the ABANDONED/DECOMISSIONED powerstation in the UK - Fiddlers ferry 

powerstation - YouTube.  The trespasser intruder acknowledges the 

asbestos warning signs located around the Site.  A further example can be 

seen at minute [20:00] of the same Youtube video, where the intruder 

acknowledges the creaking floor as they walk around the Site.  

Risk of trespassers in the future 

131 I again refer to the social media posts which show that there is a risk that 

some of the individuals could return to the Site and encourage others to visit 

the Site.  For example, page 40 of Exhibit KT1 includes a recent social 

media post including the comment “pretty sure I’ll be back again sometime 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d4haKQUVjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d4haKQUVjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
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soon” and page 52 of Exhibit KT1 states “my first power station and I’m 

addicted now!”.   

132 I also refer to minute [51:31] of Video 3 at page 112 of Exhibit KT1: 

Exploring the ABANDONED/DECOMISSIONED powerstation in the UK - 

Fiddlers ferry powerstation - YouTube in which an intruder confirms that he 

will be returning to Site to take better quality photographs.  

133 Further, I personally received a LinkedIn message on 6 February 2023 and 

refer to the same exhibited at page 196 of Exhibit KT1.  I have set out the 

contents of this message below: 

“Good Afternoon 

I will be square up honest with you I was going to be targeting fiddlers ferry 

for a upcoming art video however I have seen all the recent movements on 

it and I believe I have missed my window. I do not wish to breach any laws 

at any point so I thought I would reach out for assistance in seeing my goal 

thru. 

I want to paint a tribute to Nicholas Tesla and have been looking at all 

disowned UK powerplants for this. I paint epic music videos on YouTube 

using a in devolpment art brain mehology of thinking . 

So I am writing as you have managed to show a few people around the site. 

For help to visit the fiddlers ferry site. Use a small space to film a video and 

paint a painting on fabric using a frame”. 

134 This message indicates that there is a future threat of trespassers entering 

onto the Site.  

Peel NRE’s response to the incidents   

135 In light of the most recent incidents, Peel NRE has taken further steps to 

secure the Site, including:  

135.1   Erecting hoarding and fencing around the Site; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
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135.2   Erecting signs around the Site;  

135.3   Increasing the level of security at the Site.  

135.4   Liaising with the Police; and 

135.5   Installing an improved CCTV system. 

136 The above measures are detailed below.  

Erecting fencing and hoarding around the Site 

137 Fencing and hoarding have been erected around key areas of the Site, 

including around the turbine hall and boiler house, as shown edged black 

and red on the plan exhibited at page 197 of Exhibit KT1.  The photographs 

exhibited at pages 198 to 204 of Exhibit KT1 also show where the fencing 

lies in relation to the main buildings located on the Site. 

138 Peel NRE has erected perimeter fencing, palisade fencing (near to the 

lagoons at the south of the Site) and hoarding which sits around the main 

buildings located at the Site.  There are, therefore, three levels of fencing 

that the trespassers need to breach in order to enter onto the Site.  

139 Peel NRE are also in the process of fitting razor wiring onto the hoarding and 

internal fences to deter trespassers from accessing the highly dangerous 

buildings.   

140 Despite our efforts to erect the fencing and hoarding, trespassers have still 

been able to gain access into the Site itself and to buildings and apparatus.  

I am aware that our security team has found bolt cutters within the Site which 

seem to have been used by trespassers to access the Site. In addition to the 

extensive security measures we have put in place, we require further 

protection to deter and respond to any future trespass incidents at the Site, 

which is a key reason as to why we consider that an urgent injunctive relief 

is required.  

Erecting signs around the Site 
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141 Signs have been erected at various points around the Site.  The signs have 

been placed along the perimeter fence and internal hoarding within the Site, 

confirming that the Site is dangerous and that many of the buildings at the 

Site contain asbestos.  The signs were erected at the Site as a deterrent and 

to warn trespassers that entering onto the Site would be a trespass and that 

they could be prosecuted as a result. We have ordered a further 100 razor 

wire signs to be placed on the razor wire fencing along the security fencing 

and hoarding to deter future incidents of trespass further.  

142 Creating and commissioning the signs has cost Peel NRE approximately 

£100,000, as detailed below.  

Police 

143 We have continually liaised with the Police in respect of the various trespass 

incidents. The Police have provided excellent support, including issuing 

warnings to the general public about the dangers at the Site, as can be seen 

in the following article: Police issue further warning after Fiddlers Ferry Urban 

Explorers end up covered in asbestos (warrington-worldwide.co.uk). 

144 The Police have also made a number of arrests of trespassers at various 

incidents and continue to support our efforts to secure the Site and respond 

to further trespass incidents as they arise. 

145 The Police have recognised the challenges faced in securing and monitoring 

a site of the size, scale and complexity of the Site. They have positively 

encouraged us to proceed with this legal action in order to supplement and 

support the Police’s own powers of enforcement.  

Security  

146 Peel NRE have contracted specialist security firm Securitas UK to manage 

security at the Site.  The Securitas security team report directly to Mr 

Catchpole.  

https://www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk/2023/01/30/police-issue-further-warning-after-fiddlers-ferry-urban-explorers-end-up-covered-in-asbestos/
https://www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk/2023/01/30/police-issue-further-warning-after-fiddlers-ferry-urban-explorers-end-up-covered-in-asbestos/
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147 Our security teams maintain  patrols across the Site at all times of day and 

night in coordinated shift patterns, including on weekends and in the 

evenings. We have instructed Securitas to increase the number of security 

personnel on Site in response to the trespass incidents, including ensuring 

that Security employ senior supervisors to manage the security personnel on 

each shift. The number of security personnel on site at any one-time ranges 

from a minimum of 3 security officers to greater numbers at vulnerable times, 

including evenings and weekends. Ultimately, the number of personnel is 

limited by the availability of number of security personnel available to 

Securitas as our contractors.  

148 Given the sheer size of the site, extending to over 800 acres in total, there 

are physical limitations on the level of security coverage capable of being 

provided by Securitas, even utilising vehicle patrols and drones, 

complemented by enhanced CCTV and security lighting located around key 

parts of the site. There are limits on the physical extent to which we can 

deploy CCTV and security lighting to more remote parts of the Site, as the 

sole source of power on the Site is from generators located within proximity 

to the key buildings within the northern parcel of the Site. 

149 I am increasingly concerned that the behaviour of the trespassers 

demonstrates that they regard our increased security measures as a 

challenge to overcome, rather than an effective deterrent, and, similarly, they 

appear unconcerned by the rapid response of the Police and arrests made 

when incidents have arisen. For example, I refer to the time [1:17:16] in the 

following Youtube video: Exploring the ABANDONED/DECOMISSIONED 

powerstation in the UK - Fiddlers ferry powerstation - YouTube (Video 3 

referred to at page 112 of Exhibit KT1) here the trespassers gained access 

to the Site and directly approached the security personnel. As can be seen, 

the trespassers do not appear to be deterred by the security presence on the 

Site but instead have the confidence to approach directly. I am concerned 

that publication of videos such as this may simply encourage others to 

unlawfully access the Site, despite our significant security presence. 

The need for an injunction  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFqIfp3jKds
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150 Despite the steps we have taken to stop trespass incidents occurring at the 

Site there remains a clear and ongoing threat of further trespass incidents 

taking place on the Site. The issue is a major burden for Peel NRE to 

manage, presenting a major risk to health and safety of its personnel together 

with others on Site, including the trespassers themselves. We have incurred 

significant expenditure to seek to respond to the trespass incidents that have 

arisen, including spending on various physical security measures, such as 

improved fencing, hoarding, barbed wire, CCTV and security lighting. We 

have also instructed Security to significantly increase its security presence 

on the Site at all times, which has incurred substantial costs as detailed 

further below.  

151  Whilst  we  remain  fully  committed  to  maintaining  these  measures  and  to 

continuing to work with the Police to prevent and  responded to incidents, 

there remains an ongoing threat of future trespass incidents onto the Site 

occurring.  

152 We therefore consider that believes that the urgent intervention of the court 

is required to grant injunctive relief to prohibit future trespass incidents, and 

related theft of and damage to property on the Site occurring. Our primary 

concern is to obtain an injunction is to reduce the likelihood of a major health 

and safety incident happening as a result of trespass to the Site, which may 

result in serious injury or death.  Many of the buildings on the Site  are over 

50 years old and due to their age and the way that they were built, contain a 

highly dangerous form of asbestos. , Trespassers that enter those buildings 

run a high risk of contamination, particularly, for example, if they cause 

damage to or steal  property that is contaminated with asbestos or other 

hazardous materials. There is not only risk to the individuals involved, but 

also the risk of spreading contaminated material away from the Site, 

presenting a wider public health risk.  Not only could this endanger the lives 

of the trespassers, it could also endanger the lives of the general public if the 

asbestos is carried from person to person. We work hard to manage health 

and safety standards on the Site on a daily basis, in accordance with all 

relevant laws and regulations. We have implemented a long-term  plan to 
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deal safely with asbestos as part of the demolition of the Site. This 

programme does not, however, prevent the risk of trespassers coming into 

contact with asbestos should they unlawfully access the Site and expose 

themselves to asbestos and other hazardous material within buildings.  

153 I refer to the news article in Warrington Worldwide, dated 30 January 2023, 

which highlights the risks at the Site in respect of asbestos: Police issue 

further warning after Fiddlers Ferry Urban Explorers end up covered in 

asbestos (warrington-worldwide.co.uk) (page 207 to 208 of Exhibit KT1). 

This article reports that five males entered the boiler house on the Site and 

were covered in asbestos, creating a high level of risk to their health. 

154 There are other obvious risks of danger to health and safety on the Site, 

including  a number of electrical generators on that  provide power to offices, 

pumping stations, and aircraft warning lights (on the chimney stack). These 

are live electrical systems that present the risk of electric shock to any 

trespassers that chose to interfere with them.  

155 It appears from the social media posts and reports that those trespassing on 

the Site are under the misconception that the Site is completely “cold & dark” 

(a term used to describe a site ready for demolition with all systems isolated). 

However, that is simply not the case as there are live electrical systems on 

the Site and any tampering or cutting of electrical cables could potentially 

result in serious injury.   

156 More generally, the terrain at the Site is not safe for trespassers.  The area 

beneath each cooling tower is filled with deep, cold water that poses a risk 

of drowning, especially when it is dark.  A number of individuals that have 

trespassed on the Site have posted videos and photographs on Facebook of 

themselves both outside and inside the cooling towers.  In this regard, I refer 

to pages 28 to 104 of Exhibit KT1 and the Schedule of Video Evidence at 

page 112 of Exhibit KT1.  

157 Further, the Site is not well lit and anyone trespassing is putting themselves 

at risk when exploring the Site in the dark. Trespassers on the Site also 

https://www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk/2023/01/30/police-issue-further-warning-after-fiddlers-ferry-urban-explorers-end-up-covered-in-asbestos/
https://www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk/2023/01/30/police-issue-further-warning-after-fiddlers-ferry-urban-explorers-end-up-covered-in-asbestos/
https://www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk/2023/01/30/police-issue-further-warning-after-fiddlers-ferry-urban-explorers-end-up-covered-in-asbestos/
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present a danger to our employees, contractors and third parties, including 

for example National Grid, particularly when it is and may not be spotted and 

risk causing injury.  

158 I am aware that, in February 2019, a worker died at Longannet power station 

in Fife, Scotland, which was subject to a dismantling and demolition project.  

The man fell 30 feet to his death when a pipe bridge platform gave way.  This 

highlights how dangerous power stations can be when they are in the 

process of being demolished and redeveloped.  

159 We are increasingly concerned that trespass incidents are becoming more 

extreme, for example with trespassers climbing up the conveyor belt system 

previously used for transporting coal into the boiler house on the Site. The 

conveyor apparatus is a 50-year-old metal structure that runs from chambers 

beneath the ground to more than 50 feet above the ground in places.  and 

presents a serious risk of and the number of incidents of damage being 

caused has also increased. I refer to minute [2:49] of Video 7 referred to at 

page 112 of Exhibit KT1 where an intruder is captured climbing up a crane 

located at the Site.  Accordingly, Peel NRE is exploring the option of 

injunction action as a deterrent for further trespass.  

160 Finally, it is our position that damages would not be an adequate remedy as 

our major concern is prevent possible health and safety risks occurring and 

injury being caused to anyone.    

161 In the circumstances, we have reached the conclusion that we now require 

the assistance of the Court to prevent further unlawful trespass, to protect 

the security of the Site, and to prevent what I believe will sooner or later result 

in the death or serious injury of those who are undertaking these acts of 

trespass and related damage and theft.  Peel NRE therefore seeks an interim 

injunction in order to assist in preventing future e incidents as soon as 

possible. 

Impact on business operations and management of the Site 
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162 The incidents of trespass on the Site prevent a threat that may force the 

postponement of our plans for demolition and delay future redevelopment of 

the Site. We simply cannot risk proceeding with demolition where there is an 

ongoing risk of trespassers accessing the Site without our knowledge and 

presenting a danger to themselves and others.  

163 The repeated incidents at the Site also increase the risk to  health and safety 

and the running of the Site on a day-to-day basis.  

164 Further, as above, trespassers have been entering onto the Site and stealing 

property, such as copper. Not only is this criminal activity that requires 

enforcement against, but also prevents our ability to sell these materials 

lawfully ourselves as a source of revenue. 

Financial impact  

165 The incidents have led to significant increased expenditure for Peel NRE, as 

can be seen in the costs schedule exhibited at page 205 of Exhibit KT1.  As 

a result of the incidents, the total cost to Peel NRE is estimated to be in the 

region of £758,011.14 between 1 July 2022 and 31 January 2023. 

166 The costs of the measures put in place as a result of the incidents are as 

follows: 

166.1  Securitas UK manages security at the Site, which costs Peel NRE 

£465,839.98 per year.  I refer to the document at page 206 of Exhibit 

KT1 in this regard. Additional security costs are incurred when 

Securitas require the use of security dog teams to supplement its 

security presence on the Site at a cost of around £20 per hour for a 12-

hour evening shift.  

166.2  Further, there is an ash processing building to the south of the Site.  

Despite the decommissioning of the Site, Peel NRE has intended, for 

quite some time, to repurpose these facilities to process the ash which 

can then be sold to third parties.  Peel NRE, however, is concerned 

that trespassers could damage these facilities which would lead to a 
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substantial financial impact estimated to be in the hundreds of 

thousands of pounds as processing equipment would need to be 

repaired. The fencing and hoarding that Peel NRE has been required 

to erect around the Site has cost approximately £100,000.  However, it 

is not practical, nor can Peel NRE afford, to fence all of the Site given 

its size.  

166.3 The signs and hoarding, as described in further detail above, have cost 

Peel NRE approximately £100,000.   

166.4  We have also incurred expenditure on upgrading and increasing the 

number of CCTV cameras on the Site. On 8 February 2023 we 

engaged a contractor to install a new camera system at the Site at a 

total cost of £27,180.00 (see page 205 of Exhibit KT1).  

Full and Frank Disclosure 

167 I have treated this statement as me giving full and frank disclosure to the 

Court, whether this is required or not. 

Cross-undertaking in Damages 

168 I confirm, on behalf of Peel NRE, that it undertakes to pay, and can pay, the 

Defendants’ compensation, as ordered by the Court, if it is later held that an 

interim injunction was wrongly granted.  

Conclusion  

169 For the reasons set out above, Peel NRE believes that an interim injunction 

is necessary. 

170 As detailed above, individuals’ trespass and enter onto the Site, putting 

themselves in danger.  There is also a future risk of persons trespassing onto 

the Site. 

171 I believe that the grant of injunctive relief in respect of the Site is necessary 

to enable Peel NRE to: 
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171.1   Respond appropriately to any action taken by the Defendants, or any 

other unknown individual; 

171.2   Protect its operations at the Site; and  

171.3   Protect the health and safety of those who choose to enter onto the 

Site and any other persons.   

Statement of Truth 

 

I believe that the facts stated in this statement are true. I understand that 

proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or 

causes to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of 

truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

 

Signed:       Dated:  14 February 2022  

   

Kieran Tames 
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On behalf of: Claimant 

Made by: Kieran Tames 

Exhibit: KT1 

Made on: 14 February 2023 

 

CLAIM NO [xx]  

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE  
BUSINESS AND PROPERTY COURTS IN  
MANCHESTER  
PROPERTY TRUSTS AND PROBATE LIST (ChD) 
BETWEEN: 

   

 PEEL NRE DEVELOPMENTS       

ACQUISITIONS NO.1 LIMITED  

 

  

and 

Claimants 

 

 

 (1) (PERSONS UNKNOWN 
ENTERING OR REMAINING AT 
THE SITE OF THE FIDDLERS 

FERRY POWER STATION, 
WIDNES ROAD, CUERDLEY, 
WARRINGTON WA5 2UT, AS 
SHOWN EDGED RED ON THE 
ATTACHED PLAN MARKED 

PLAN A (“THE SITE”) WITHOUT 
THE CONSENT OF THE 

CLAIMANT  
(2) TOKYO SCOTT 

(3) JASON PAUL MELLOR 
(4) LUKE BADHAREE 

(5) ANTHONY MCMANUS 
(6) CHRIS SHUKER 

 (7) STEVEN ANDREW HARVEY 
(8) BEEJAY LATHAM 
(9) ROBERT BURNS 
(10) FAITH ABBOTT 

(11) HARVEY BARTER 
(12) JOSHUA BARTER 

(13) DOMINIC SHAUN GORDON 
(14) JAMES JOHN HANSON 

(15) BEN JAMES RYNN 
(16) LEWIS JAMES 

WHITTINGHAM 
(17) MARLEY WILSON 
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  Defendants 

 

 

 

Squire Patton Boggs (UK) LLP 

6 Wellington Place 

Leeds  

LS1 4AP 

United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0)113 284 7000 

Fax: +44 (0)113 284 7001 

Ref: DH4/PEE.098-0001 

 

Solicitors for the Claimant  

WITNESS STATEMENT OF KIERAN TAMES 


